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Happy 75th Anniversary! 

 

 I hope 2009 has started 

off well for you. Did you force a paper-

white?  Did you make a resolution that 

this is the year youôll get that poinsettia 

to re-bloom? Are you pouring over seed 

catalogs?  Just as the seasons dictate 

change in the garden, the AGCôs seasons 

dictate change, too. Now it is time to fo-

cus on the Acton Garden Clubôs ónew 

yearô.  Our fiscal year, elections and 

community service committees all begin 

again in April.  (Our program year starts 

in September.)  Please plow through this 

newsletter to dig up all the information 

you need to know! 

 Seventy-five years ago, 

this Club was founded by 12 women ôto 

promote a greater interest in gardening 

and to share experiences that shall be of 

mutual benefit.ô Today, we are united by 

the same purpose.  This Club is driven 

by the membersô desires.  You decide 

what programs youôd like to have, what 

outside projects to participate in (e.g. 

Oktoberfest, planning a garden at the 

West Acton Citizen Library).  Do you 

have an  idea? Plant the seed with the 

appropriate Board Member so they can 

help you grow it!  From a general topic 

to a specific speaker, to a skill or knowl-

edge youôd like to share ï let someone 

know! 

 Great planning last year 

has brought us a terrific first facet of our 

Diamond Jubilee year.  With your in-

volvement, we can design a great ar-

rangement of events for the remaining 

facets!  From the Annual Meeting to 

Community Services, there are many 

opportunities to join in the fun.   

 It has been a great pleas-

ure serving as your president these last 

two years.  This is an amazing Club.  I 

thank you all for your support. 

 

 Warm regards, 

 

 

 

 

P.S.  Please be sure to read and fill out 

all the paperwork carefully.   

 



2009 -2010 
Community Service Committees - Time to Sign -up!  
Submitted by Joan Yatteau, Vice President 
 

Each year during February and March, all active members sign up anew for one of the Club's five 

Community Service Committees (listed on next page) so that rosters can be made up in time for 

the new service year beginning each April. This offers you the opportunity to choose to help 

beautify the town, get hands-on learning in the gardens cared for by the Acton Garden Club, or 

bring sunshine inside via the garden therapy program at Emerson Hospital. 

 

You may sign up for the same committee you were on previously or for a new one, but you must 

sign up each year; you do not automatically stay on the committee you have been on. New 

members also sign up at this time.  

 

If you have special health issues or restrictions ï please sign up early! Committees are made 

up on a first-come/first-served basis, and it is not really fair to ask someone who signed up early 

to switch to another committee because you waited to sign up. 

 

Two ways to sign-up: 

1.     Committee clipboards will be available at February and March meetings. If you sign up on 

more than one clipboard ï it will be assumed you would like to be on more than one committee! 

2.     AFTER the February regular meeting, you may e-mail jyatteau@verizon.net with subject 

line: AGC community service 2009-10. Please give your first and second committee choices. 

Remember ï as an Active Member -- it is your responsibility to work at least four workdays 

each year. In addition, later in the spring, members are asked to sign up for specific weeks 

to help out with summer watering around Town on both their assigned and other commu-

nity service committees. 

Horticulture Study Group  
Submitted by Judy Dembsey, Chairperson 
 

Join the ñdirt gardenersò for the following programs: 

 

February 10ðDesigns for Waterwise Gardens 

March 10ðLiving with Wildlife 

April 14ðFerns and Friends in the Garden 

May 19ðTour of Garden in the Woods 

June 9ðHow to Plant Window Boxes and Strawberry Jars 

jyatteau@verizon.net


Program Committee  
Submitted by Susan Harrigan and Joan Gardner, Co-Chairpersons 
 

A meeting is planned for anyone involved in Programs or if you just want to come see some real Irish 

leprechauns at Susan Harriganôs house on March 17, 2009, time 9:15-11:15AM.  We will discuss the 

AGC collection of programs for 2009/2010.  Thank you for all your wonderful ideas that you submitted 

to Peggy Garrison.  We will review them and try our best to include as many as possible. 

 

 

Community Service Committees - Time to Sign -up!  
(continued) 

Our five Community Service committees as outlined below. 

 Please see your Club yearbook for more information. 
 

1. Civic Beautification Committee 

Physical labor: planting, weeding, deadheading, watering 

Children allowed: Yes, non-ambulatory only; this is near busy roads.  

Can work be performed outside scheduled workday? Yes, for limited plantings; yes, for mainte-

nance 

  

2. Herb Garden at Acton Arboretum 

Physical labor: clean-up, planting, weeding, mulching, watering  

Children allowed? Yes  

Can work be performed outside scheduled workday? Yes 

 

3. Wildflower Garden at Meeting House Hill (located at Main St. and Nagog Hill Road) 

Physical labor: raking, mulching, planting, weeding, deadheading, watering  

Children allowed? Yes  

Can work be performed outside scheduled workday?  Yes 

 

4. Daffodil Run at Meeting House Hill (located at Main St. and Nagog Hill Road) 

Physical labor: raking, mulching, planting, weeding, deadheading, watering  

Children allowed? Yes, non-ambulatory only; this is along Main St.  

Can work be performed outside scheduled workday? Yes 

 

5. Garden Therapy at Emerson Hospital 

Physical labor: Minimal  

Children allowed: NO  

Can work be performed outside scheduled workday? NO 



Civic Beautification Committee  
Submitted by Sue Nordhausen and Celia Lionetta, Co-Chairpersons 
 

The Civic Beautification Committee may be physically at rest at the moment,  but plans are underway 

for the Spring!!  Replacement barrels for twenty five year old kegs are being investigated, and also the 

redesign of the oval in front of the Town Hall is also being considered..  For those of you who may not 

have noticed, when the town replaced the driveway and Main Street crosswalk in front of the Town 

Hall, the garden became rather sunken and unnoticeable.  So it is time to spruce up this area. 

 

Many thanks to the winter greens work committees for the fantastic job they did to make all the planters 

so attractive for the winter.  And also a thank you to all who donated greens.  Sue Whitcomb won the 

prize!!     The various colors of green, the berries and the purchased miniature Alberta Spruce all 

worked together to create very attractive containers.  Even the kale from the fall was left in for added 

color and lasted until covered with snow.  Donôt imagine it will look too attractive or smell too great 

when the snow melts!  But we will cross that bridgeéé  Also, we have hopes that the Alberta Spruce 

planted in the early fall will grab hold and give added height to our spring plantings.  With the kale from 

the fall plantings and several varieties from the summer plantings, plus the spruce, we are working to-

ward our goal of having choice plants bridge over the seasons. 

 

Dividing the town into two districts is also working very well.  With the number of locations we have to 

work with,  it is much more effective for one co-chair, with half the committee, to concentrate on a 

smaller area.  Also, having ñfree lanceò members being responsible for specific areas,  has also been 

working out very well.  All together it makes a very large job manageable and fun. 

 

With thanks to the working crew:  Joan Gardner,  Mimi Rendish,  Stephanie Reid,  Ann Leary,  Bob 

Johnson,  Jean Lane,  Susanne Fuller,  Claudette Duhamel,  Cathy Fochtman,  Thelma Shoneman,  Bev-

erly Shorey,  Janet Richards,  Carolyn Matson,  Doris Prendiville,  Carol Ward,  Peggy Garrison, and 

Gay Rose for sending out all the reminders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Member Responsibilities  
Submitted by Maureen Christmas, President 
 

Attend at least four regular monthly meetings during the Club Year 

Serve on a Hospitality Committee at one regular monthly meeting during the Club Year 

Join and work on a Community Service Committee at least four times during the Club Year 

Participate in and support fund-raising projects 


